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International School of Kenya 
Creative Arts –High School ART Curriculum 

 
Strand 1:  Developing practical knowledge and skills 

Standard 1.1: Use the creative process to plan, organize and problem solve 

HS Art 1 HS Art 2 HS Computer Art IB SL IB HL 
HS1 
1.1.1 

 
 
 

Solve a visual arts 
problem that involves 
the effective use of 
the elements of art 
and the principles of 
design 
 

HS2 
1.1.1 
 

Solve a visual arts 
problem that involves 
the effective use of 
the elements of art 
and the principles of 
design 
 

CA 
1.1.1 
 

Solve a visual arts 
problem using 
technology that involves 
the effective use of the 
elements of art and the 
principles of design 
 

SL 
1.1.1 

 

Demonstrate a close 
relationship between 
investigation and a 
purposeful, creative 
process in studio 
work 

HL 
1.1.1 

Demonstrate a close 
relationship between 
investigation and a 
purposeful, creative 
process in studio 
work 

 
 
 

     SL 
1.1.2 

Demonstrate 
organized and 
focused investigative 
strategies into visual 
qualities, ideas and 
their contexts 

HL 
1.1.2 

Demonstrate 
organized and 
focused investigative 
strategies into visual 
qualities, ideas and 
their contexts 

 
Strand 1:  Developing practical knowledge and skills 

Standard 1.2: Understand and apply the elements of art and principles of design 

HS Art 1 HS Art 2 HS Computer Art IB SL IB HL 

HS1 
1.2.

1 

Create expressive 
compositions focusing 
on emphasis, balance 
and contrast 

HS2 
1.2.

1 
 

Create expressive 
compositions focusing 
on emphasis, balance 
and contrast 

CA 
1.2.

1 
 

Create expressive  
compositions focusing 
on emphasis, balance 
and contrast 

SL 
1.2.

1 
 

Create ideas and 
techniques for studio 
work through integrated 
contextual study and 
first-hand observations 

HL 
1.2.

1 

Create ideas and 
techniques for studio 
work through integrated 
contextual study and 
first-hand observations 

HS1 
1.2.

2 

Review and refine 
observational drawing 
skills 

HS2 
1.2.

2 

Review and refine 
observational drawing 
skills 

CA 
1.2.

2 

 SL 
1.2.

2 

Review and refine 
observational drawing 
skills 

HL 
1.2.

2 

Review and refine 
observational drawing 
skills 
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International School of Kenya 
Creative Arts –High School ART Curriculum 

Strand 1:  Developing practical knowledge and skills 

Standard 1.2: Understand and apply the elements of art and principles of design 

HS Art 1 HS Art 2 HS Computer Art IB SL IB HL 

HS1 
1.2.

3 

Demonstrate effective 
relationships between 
the elements and 
principles of design 
(e.g. use line to 
demonstrate 
movement) 

HS2 
1.2.

3 

Demonstrate effective 
relationships between 
the elements and 
principles of design 
(e.g. use line to 
demonstrate 
movement) 

CA 
1.2.

3 

Demonstrate effective 
relationships between 
the elements and 
principles of design 
(e.g. use line to 
demonstrate 
movement) 

SL 
1.2.

3 

 
Develop and present 
independent ideas 
within the course 
guidelines 

HL 
1.2.

3 

 
Develop and present 
independent ideas 

HS1 
1.2.

4 

Use innovative visual 
metaphors in creating 
works of art 

HS2 
1.2.

4 

Use innovative visual 
metaphors in creating 
works of art 

CA 
1.2.

4 
 

Use innovative visual 
metaphors in creating 
works of art 

SL. 
1.2.

4 

Demonstrate effective 
skills, techniques and 
processes when 
making and analyzing 
images and artifacts 

HL. 
1.2.

4 

Demonstrate effective 
skills, techniques and 
processes when 
making and analyzing 
images and artifacts 

 
Strand 1:  Developing practical knowledge and skills 

Standard 1.3: Develop and apply skills and craftsmanship with a variety of materials, tools, and techniques 

HS Art 1 HS Art 2 HS Computer Art IB SL IB HL 
 
 
 

 HS2 
1.3.1 
 

Utilise a variety of 
tools and methods to 
gather information 
 

CA 
1.3.1 
 

Utilise a variety of 
technological tools and 
methods to gather 
information 
 

SL 
1.3.1 

 

Demonstrate 
technical 
competences and 
artistic qualities that 
challenge and 
extend personal 
boundaries 

HL 
1.3.1 

Demonstrate 
technical 
competences and 
artistic qualities that 
challenge and extend 
personal boundaries 

. 
 
 
 

   CA 
1.3.2. 

 
 

Develop and refine skill 
in the manipulation of 
digital imagery (either 
still or video) 

SL 
1.3.2 

Demonstrate depth 
and breadth through 
the development of 
ideas and techniques 

HL 
1.3.2 

Demonstrate depth 
and breadth through 
the development of 
ideas and techniques 

HS1 
1.3.3 

 
 

Use a range of sources 
and cite them 

HS2 
1.3.3 

 
 

Use a range of 
sources and cite 
them 

CA 
1.3.3 

 
 

Understand the use of 
first and second hand 
images and their 
sources  

SL 
1.3.3 

Use a range of 
sources and cite 
them 

HL 
1.3.3 

Use a range of 
sources and cite 
them 
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International School of Kenya 
Creative Arts –High School ART Curriculum 

Strand 1:  Developing practical knowledge and skills 

Standard 1.3: Develop and apply skills and craftsmanship with a variety of materials, tools, and techniques 
HS1 
1.3.4 

 
 
 

Present work effectively 
and creatively 

HS2 
1.3.4 

 
 
 

Present work 
effectively and 
creatively. 

CA 
1.3.4 

 
 
 

Present work effectively 
and creatively 

SL. 
1.3.4 

Present work 
effectively and 
creatively and 
understand how to 
preserve it. 

HL. 
1.3.4 

Prepare a portfolio of 
original two and three 
dimensional works of 
art that reflects 
refined craftsmanship 
and technical skills 
 

 
Strand 2: Developing creative expression of concepts and ideas 

Standard 2.4: Investigate visual ideas in response to a variety of motivations, observation, and imagination 

HS Art 1 HS Art 2 HS Computer Art IB SL IB HL 

HS1 
2.4.1 
 

Compare/contrast 
works of art 

HS2 
2.4.1 
 

Compare/contrast 
works of art CA 

2.4.1 
 

Compare/contrast 
visual imagery 

SL 
2.4.1 

 

Present a close 
relationship between 
investigation and studio 

HL 
2.4.1 

Present a close 
relationship between 
investigation and 
studio 

HS1 
2.4.2 

Explain qualities of art 
(e.g. elements, 
principles of design, 
expression) and how 
they evoke motion and 
meaning 

HS2 
2.4.2. 

 
 
 

Explain qualities of art 
(e.g. elements, 
principles of design, 
expression) and how 
they evoke motion 
and meaning 

CA 
2.4.2. 

 
 
 

Explain qualities of art 
(e.g. elements, 
principles of design, 
expression) and how 
they contribute to the 
meaning of the 
product. 

SL 
2.4.2 

Explain qualities of art 
(e.g. elements, 
principles of design, 
expression) and how 
they evoke motion and 
meaning 

HL 
2.4.2 

Explain qualities of 
art (e.g. elements, 
principles of design, 
expression) and how 
they evoke motion 
and meaning 

HS1 
2.4.3 

 
 
 

Relate varied 
interpretations of works 
of art using some or all 
of the following:  
observation, artist’s 
intent, personal 
experience, background 
knowledge, cultural 
context… 
 
 

HS2 
2.4.3 

 
 
 

Relate varied 
interpretations of 
works of art using 
some or all of the 
following:  
observation, artist’s 
intent, personal 
experience, 
background 
knowledge, cultural 
context… 
 

CA 
2.4.3 

 
 
 

Analyze a work of art 
and the role of the 
artist in achieving the 
meaning of the chosen 
work in a digital 
presentation. 

SL 
2.4.3 

Relate varied 
interpretations of works 
of art using some or all 
of the following:  
observation, artist’s 
intent, personal 
experience, 
background 
knowledge, cultural 
context… 
 
 

HL 
2.4.3 

Relate varied 
interpretations of 
works of art using 
some or all of the 
following:  
observation, artist’s 
intent, personal 
experience, 
background 
knowledge, and 
cultural context… 
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International School of Kenya 
Creative Arts –High School ART Curriculum 

 
Strand 3: Communicating, interpreting and reflecting in the arts 

Standard 3.6: Reflect upon and evaluate the characteristics and merits of student’s own work and the work of others 

HS Art 1 HS Art 2 HS Computer Art IB SL IB HL 
HS1 
3.6.1 

 
 
 

Formulate and 
support a position 
regarding the 
aesthetic value of a 
specific work of art. 

HS2 
3.6.1 

 

Formulate and 
support a position 
regarding the 
aesthetic value of a 
specific work of art 
and change or defend 

CA 
3.6.1 

 

Understanding the 
medium and its 
importance to the 
message. 

SL 
3.6.1 

 

Explain the 
connection between 
one’s own ideas and 
work and the work of 
others 

HL 
3.6.1 

Explain the 
connection between 
one’s own ideas 
and work and the 
work of others 

Strand 3: Communicating, interpreting and reflecting in the arts 

Standard 3.5: Describe, analyze and interpret artworks using the language of art 

HS Art 1 HS Art 2 HS Computer Art IB SL IB HL 
HS1 
3.5.1 

 
 
 

Articulate how 
personal beliefs, 
cultural traditions, and 
current social, 
economic and political 
contexts influence the 
interpretation of the 
meaning or message 
in a work of art 
 

HS2 
3.5.1 

 

Articulate how 
personal beliefs, 
cultural traditions, 
and current social, 
economic and 
political contexts 
influence the 
interpretation of the 
meaning or message 
in a work of art 
 

CA 
3.5.1 

 

Articulate the meaning 
and message behind 
their choice of visual 
imagery. 

SL 
3.5.1 

 

Formulate and 
support a position 
regarding the 
aesthetic value of a 
specific work of art 
and change or 
defend that position 
after considering the 
views of others 

HL 
3.5.1 

Formulate and 
support a position 
regarding the 
aesthetic value of a 
specific work of art 
and change or 
defend that position 
after considering the 
views of others 

HS1 
3.5.2. 

 
 
 

Compare the ways in 
which the meaning of a 
specific work of art has 
been affected over 
time because of 
changes in 
interpretation and 
context. 

HS2 
3.5.2. 

 
 
 

Compare the ways in 
which the meaning 
of a specific work of 
art has been affected 
over time because of 
changes in 
interpretation and 
context. 

CA 
3.5.2. 

 
 
 

Understand the 
importance of visual 
imagery and its use in 
contemporary media  

SL 
3.5.2 

Formulate and 
support a position 
regarding the 
aesthetic value of a 
specific work of art 
and change or 
defend that position 
after considering the 
views of others. 

HL 
3.5.2 

Formulate and 
support a position 
regarding the 
aesthetic value of a 
specific work of art 
and change or 
defend that position 
after considering the 
views of others. 



   

5 December 2012 5 

International School of Kenya 
Creative Arts –High School ART Curriculum 

Strand 3: Communicating, interpreting and reflecting in the arts 

Standard 3.6: Reflect upon and evaluate the characteristics and merits of student’s own work and the work of others 

HS Art 1 HS Art 2 HS Computer Art IB SL IB HL 
that position after 
considering the views 
of others 

HS1 
3.6.2. 

 
 
 

Articulate the 
process and 
rationale for refining 
and reworking one of 
their own works of 
art 
 

HS2 
3.6.2. 

 
 
 

Articulate the process 
and rationale for 
refining and 
reworking one of their 
own works of art 
 

CA 
3.6.2. 

 
 

Articulate the process 
and rationale for refining 
and reworking one of 
their own works of art 
 

SL 
3.6.2 

Maintain a workbook 
of reflections on 
one’s own work and 
the work of others 

HL 
3.6.2 

Maintain a 
workbook of 
reflections on one’s 
own work and the 
work of others 

HS1 
3.6.3 

 
 
 

Employ the 
conventions of art 
criticism in writing 
and speaking about 
works of art 

HS2 
3.6.3 

 
 
 

Employ the 
conventions of art 
criticism in writing and 
speaking about works 
of art 

CA 
3.6.3 

 
 
 

Employ the conventions 
of art criticism in 
speaking about works of 
art 

SL 
3.6.3 

Demonstrate 
critical observation 
and reflection  

HL 
3.6.3 

Demonstrate 
critical 
observation and 
reflection  
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International School of Kenya 
Creative Arts –High School ART Curriculum 

 
Strand 4: Understanding the arts in context 

Standard 4.7: Understand the visual arts in relation to history and cultures 

HS Art 1 HS Art 2 HS Computer Art IB SL IB HL 

HS1 
4.7.1 

 
 
 

Critically analyze the 
context and function of 
specific art objects, 
artists and art 
movements within 
varied cultures, times 
and places 

HS2 
4.7.1 

 

Critically analyze the 
context and function 
of specific art 
objects, artists and 
art movements within 
varied cultures, times 
and places 

 

 

SL 
4.7.1 

 

Produce personally 
relevant works of art 
that reveal evidence 
of exploration of 
ideas that reflect 
cultural and historical 
awareness 

HL 
4.7.1 

Produce personally 
relevant works of art 
that reveal evidence 
of exploration of 
ideas that reflect 
cultural and historical 
awareness 

HS1 
4.7.2. 
 

Know that the roles of 
artists have changed 
over time and 
throughout cultures 

HS2 
4.7.2 
 

Know that the roles 
of artists have 
changed over time 
and throughout 
cultures 

CA 
4.7.2 

 
 

Know that the roles of 
artists have changed 
over time and 
throughout cultures 

SL 
4.7.2 

Compare art from 
different cultures and 
times HL 

4.7.2 

Compare art from 
different cultures and 
times 

HS1 
4.7.3 

 
 
 

Understand how 
societies throughout 
history have used 
imagery to define and 
promote political, social 
and cultural agendas 

 

HS2 
4.7.3 

 
 
 

Understand how 
societies throughout 
history have used 
imagery to define 
and promote political, 
social and cultural 
agendas 

 

CA 
4.7.3 

 
 
 

Understand how 
imagery has been 
used to define and 
promote political, 
social and cultural 
agendas 

 

SL 
4.7.3 

Understand how 
societies throughout 
history have used 
imagery to define 
and promote 
political, social and 
cultural agendas 

. 

HL 
4.7.3 

Understand how 
societies throughout 
history have used 
imagery to define 
and promote 
political, social and 
cultural agendas 

 

 
 
 

 HS2 
1.1.4 

 
 
 

Understand how 
commercial and 
media images shape 
contemporary and 
traditional cultures. 

CA 
1.1.4 

 
 
 

Understand how 
commercial and media 
images shape 
contemporary cultures. 

SL. 
1.1.4 

Understand how 
commercial and 
media images shape 
contemporary and 
traditional cultures. 

HL. 
1.1.4 

Understand how 
commercial and 
media images shape 
contemporary and 
traditional cultures. 
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International School of Kenya 
Creative Arts –High School ART Curriculum 

 
 

Strand 5: Developing connections, relationships and applications in the arts 

Standard 5.8: Make connections between the study of art and art careers 

HS Art 1 HS Art 2 HS Computer Art IB SL IB HL 
HS1 
5.8.1 

 
 
 

Identify the 
connections between 
art and its future 
applications. 

HS2 
5.8.1 
 

Identify the 
connections between 
art and its future 
applications. 

CA 
5.8.1 
 

Identify the 
connections between 
digital art and its 
future applications. 

SL 
5.8.1 

 

Identify the 
experience, 
education, and 
training needed for 
various careers in art 

 

HL 
5.8.1 

Identify the 
experience, 
education, and 
training needed for 
various careers in art 

 
 
 
 
 

     SL 
5.8.2 

Identify portfolio 
requirements for 
employment in various 
art professions 

HL 
5.8.2 

Identify portfolio 
requirements for 
employment in various 
art professions 


