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Middle School Art 
 
 

The art course provides students an opportunity to work with various art-related media to increase skill level and study past and 

present artist and movements over the course of the three years they will be in Middle School. A general guideline of the skills 

to be covered during the middle school years may include:  Sculpture: focus on clay hand building techniques; 3D form; Anasazi 

pots; clay in nature: Ah Leon, assemblage. Contemporary Weaving:  weaving small/large scale; Miro's tapestry; recyclable 

weaving, local weaving techniques. Drawing: proportion, enlarging, and distortion working with charcoal/pencil and value 

scales. Art History:  artist research and homage piece. Perspective: One and two point perspective interior/exterior scenes; 

Printmaking and/or Reduction prints: lino, Styrofoam, etching and multiple color printing; Collage: Stylistic approach to 

Surrealism, Futurism. Painting: color theory; color harmonies; color wheel; expressive technique; painting from life; Textiles: 

Batik wax resist fabric design; story cloth; puppetry, fiber arts, quilt making. Cultural Art: African mask construction; mud cloth 

designing, basket weaving. 
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Strand 1:  Developing practical knowledge and skills 

Standard 1.1: Use the creative process to plan, organize and problem solve 

Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

MS6 
1.1.1 

Use personal observation to refine the 
visual representation of objects in their 
drawings and painting (e.g. proportion, 
color relationships) 
 

MS7 
1.1.1 

Use personal observation to refine the 
visual representation of objects in their 
drawings and painting (e.g. proportion, 
value, texture, line and color relationships) 
 

MS8 
1.1.1 

Use personal observation to refine the visual 
representation of objects in their drawings 
and painting (e.g. proportion, shading, color 
relationships, styles and moods) 
 

MS6 
1.1.2. 

Make compositional decisions guided by 
specific principles, such as balance, 
movement, emphasis 
 

MS7 
1.1.2 

Make compositional decisions referring to  
specific principles and elements, such as 
balance, movement, emphasis etc. 
 

MS8. 
1.1.2 

Make unique composition decisions guided by 
the understanding of the impact of specific 
principles, such as balance, movement, 
emphasis etc. 

 
MS6 
1.1.3 

 

Select art tools and materials for specific 
purposes MS7 

1.1.3 

Understand the use of art tools and 
materials for specific purposes. MS8 

1.1.3 

Use a wide variety of art tools and materials 
for specific purposes and intentions. 

 
 
 

Strand 1:  Developing practical knowledge and skills 

Standard 1.2: Understand and apply the elements of art and principles of design 

Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

MS6 
1.2.1 

Demonstrate the use of each element and 
principle in art by using them in a selected 
work  
 

MS7 
1.2.1 

Demonstrate the use of each element and 
principle in art by using them in a selected 
work 
 

MS8 
1.2.1 

Apply the rules of two-point perspective in 
creating a thematic work of art 
 

MS6 
1.2.2 

Create a painting use color themes, tints 
and shades (e.g. monochromatic, primary, 
etc.) 
 

MS7 
1.2.2 

Create a painting using color themes, tints 
and shades (e.g. monochromatic, primary 
etc.) 

MS8. 
1.2.2 

Create a painting using varying tints, shades 
and intensities 
 

MS6 
1.2.3 

 

Identify the elements in a studied work. 
 
 

MS7 
1.2.3 

Identify the elements in a studied work. 
 MS8 

1.2.3 

Integrate elements and principles of design 
(e.g. emphasis, unity, asymmetry, rhythm, 
movement, expressive use of color) in a piece 
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Strand 1:  Developing practical knowledge and skills 

Standard 1.2: Understand and apply the elements of art and principles of design 

Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 
of work 

MS6 
1.2.4 

Use 2-3 methods of design in a single art 
work 
 

MS7. 
1.2.4 

Use 2-3 methods of design in a single art 
work MS8. 

1.2.4 

Use a combination of media and techniques in 
an original work of art (e.g. one and two point 
perspective, modeling, stippling, cross-
hatching, additive and subtractive sculpting  

 
 

Strand 1:  Developing practical knowledge and skills 

Standard 1.3: Develop and apply skills and craftsmanship with a variety of materials, tools, and techniques 

Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

MS6 
1.3.1 

Master several uses of different art tools 
and material MS7 

1.3.1 

Master several uses of different art tools 
and materials, and apply them directly 
 

MS8 
1.3.1 

Create an original architectural rendering 
using 2pt and 3pt perspective 
 

MS6 
1.3.2 

Develop skills through practice and 
application of ceramic materials using 
unconventional methods and materials 

MS7 
1.3.2 

Develop skills through practice and 
application of ceramic materials using 
unconventional methods and materials 

MS8. 
1.3.2 

Select a medium to use to communicate a 
theme and style in a work of art 
 

MS6 
1.3.3 

 

Demonstrate the connection of natural 
materials in art. MS7 

1.3.3 

Demonstrate a natural effect on a ceramic 
surface using related tools in art. MS8 

1.3.3 

Develop skills using clay tools to make a 
variety of textures. 
 

 
 

 
 MS8. 

1.3.4 

Design and create an expressive still life using 
paint to capture a realistic theme. 
 

 

 

 

 

MS8. 
1.3.5 

Demonstrate an increased knowledge of 
technical skills in using more complex two-
dimensional art media and processes (e.g. 
printing making, papermaking, computer 
graphics software…) 
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Strand 2: Developing creative expression of concepts and ideas 

Standard 2.4: Investigate visual ideas in response to a variety of motivations, observation, and imagination 

Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

MS6 
2.4.1 

Compare/contrasts works of art and 
recognize a contextual message the artist 
may be conveying. 

MS7 
2.4.1 

Compare/contrasts works of art and 
recognize the artist’s intentions and context. MS8 

2.4.1 

Compare/contrast works of art and identify 
the mood or concept of the work.  

MS6 
2.4.2 

 
Communicate previous knowledge of art MS7 

2.4.2 

Understand relationships between an 
artist’s work and his/her creative expression MS8 

2.4.2 

Relate varied interpretations of art work 
using some or all of the following:  
observation, personal experience, 
background knowledge, cultural context 

 

MS6 
2.4.3 

Relate to an artist’s reasons for creating 
works of art MS7 

2.4.3 

Relate to an artist’s reasons for creating a 
body of art. MS8 

2.4.3 

Identify the usage of element and design 
principles and how it might relate to the 
higher level of imagination 

MS6 
2.4.4 

Understand how to create from previous 
knowledge MS7 

2.4.4 

Understand how to create a unique piece of 
art and how elements relate to their 
creativity. 
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Strand 3: Communicating, interpreting and reflecting in the arts 

Standard 3.5: Describe, analyze and interpret artworks using the language of art 

Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

MS6 
3.5.1 

Describe a work of art using art 
vocabulary in relation to other subject 
matter. 
 

MS7 
3.5.1 

Analyze a work of art from an object point of 
view, discussing the context, visual effects 
and skill involved. 

MS8 
3.5.1 

Develop and apply a set of criteria as 
individuals or in groups to assess and 
critique works of art 

MS6 
3.5.2 

Identify works of and how the principles of 
design effect the way we respond to the 
work. 

MS7 
3.5.2 

Identify works of art that are influenced by 
culture, history and environment. MS8 

3.5.2 

Change, edit or revise their works of art after 
critique, articulating reasons for the changes 

MS6 
3.5.3 

Understand why artist might express their 
own feelings and moods through art  

 MS8 
3.5.3 

Select a grouping of their own works of art 
that reflects growth over time and describe 
the progression 

 
 

Strand 3: Communicating, interpreting and reflecting in the arts 

Standard 3.6: Reflect upon and evaluate the characteristics and merits of student’s own work and the work of others 

Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 
MS6 
3.6.1 

Evaluate their own work and others in a 
constructive format 
 

MS7 
3.6.1 

Understand that art work should have 
standards and criteria for evaluations 

MS8 
3.6.1 

Develop and apply a set of criteria as 
individuals or in groups to assess and 
critique works of art 
 

MS6. 
3.6.2 

Understand how to use art vocabulary to 
express a personal reflection of an art work 
viewed. 

MS7. 
3.6.2 

Identify ways to improve work after the 
reflection process has taken place 

MS8. 
3.6.2 

Change, edit or revise their works of art 
after critique, articulating reasons for the 
changes 
 

MS6 
3.6.3 

Give reflections and improvement indicators 
in their own art work and others. 

MS7 
3.6.3 

Identify high quality of works in several 
grade levels 

MS8 
3.6.3 

Select a grouping of their own works of art 
that reflects growth over time and describe 
the progression 

 
 



   

5 December 2012 6 

International School of Kenya 
Creative Arts – ART: Middle School Curriculum 

 
Strand 4: Understanding the arts in context 

Standard 4.7: Understand the visual arts in relation to history and cultures 

Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 
MS6 
4.7.1 

Relate art styles to a particular time period MS7 
4.7.1 

Understand the timeline of arts in relation 
to styles, movements and periods 

MS8 
4.7.1 

Identify artists and artistic movements 
within a specific time period 

 
MS6. 
4.7.2 

Recognize art works to their relative 
historical region 

MS7. 
4.7.2 

Know the contribution of arts from different 
cultures 

MS8. 
4.7.2 

Compare and contrast artworks from 
different cultures and historical periods 

 
MS6 
4.7.3 

Identify that cultural arts can be identified 
through their use of different elements and 
design 

MS7 
4.7.3 

Understand the influences of history and 
culture in the arts 

MS8 
4.7.3 

Identify influences of art and artists on 
cultural and historical events 

 
    MS8 

4.7.4 
Identify examples and discuss how visual 
art is used to shape people’s ideas and 
opinions 

 
Strand 5: Developing connections, relationships and applications in the arts 

Standard 5.8: Make connections between the study of art and art careers 

Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 
MS6 
5.8.1 

Relate and meet artists that work in 
different fields of art 

MS7 
5.8.1 

Know several art careers that can be applied 
at the professional level 

MS8 
5.8.1 

Understand the discipline that is necessary 
to pursue a career in art 
 

    MS8 
5.8.2 

Understand the contributions that artists 
make and the importance of these 
contributions to society 
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Strand 5: Developing connections, relationships and applications in the arts 

Standard 5.9: Make connections between visual arts and other disciplines 

Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 
MS6 
5.9.1 

Use knowledge of art in other content areas 
to best explain understanding of that subject 

MS7 
5.9.1 

Identify several uses of art in other 
disciplines and demonstrate a connection 
with more than one discipline 

MS8 
5.9.1 

Understand how the arts can increase 
understanding in other curricular areas and 
how other curricular areas can increase 
capacity in visual art  

 


