
2016 ISK Summer Reading List Before Entering Ninth Grade 

 
Card: Ender's Game c1985 science fiction 
Ender, who is the result of genetic experimentation, may be the military genius Earth 
needs in its war against an alien enemy. 

 

 
Cox: Swimming to Antarctica c2004 nonfiction, memoir 
Distance swimmer, Lynne Cox, describes her emotional and spiritual need to swim 
and about the mythical act of swimming itself and chronicles some of her more 
memorable swims. 

 

 
Crutcher: Athletic Shorts: Six Short Stories c1991 short stories 
This book is a collection of short stories featuring characters from earlier books by 
Chris Crutcher. 

 

 
Deuker: Gym Candy c2007 fiction, sports 
Groomed by his father to be a star player, football is the only thing that has ever really 
mattered to Mick Johnson, who works hard for a spot on the varsity team his freshman 
year, then tries to hold onto his edge by using steroids, despite the consequences to his 
health and social life. 

 

 
Dickens: Oliver Twist classic fiction 
An orphan in Victorian England finds his true identity through his misadventures. 

 

 
Dumas: The Count of Monte Cristo classic fiction, adventure 
Nineteen-year-old French sailor Edmond Dantes is unjustly imprisoned on his planned 
wedding day, and after fourteen years of solitary confinement, a daring escape, hidden 
riches on the island of Monte Cristo, and a new identity bring him closer to a reunion 
with his love, Mercedes, and revenge upon his accusers. 

 



 
Farmer: The House of the Scorpion c2002 science fiction 
In a future where humans despise clones, Matt enjoys special status as the young clone 
of El Patrón, the 142-year-old leader of a corrupt drug empire nestled between Mexico 
and the United States. 

 

 
Flinn: Beastly c2007 fantasy 
A modern retelling of "Beauty and the Beast" from the point of view of the Beast, a 
vain Manhattan private school student who is turned into a monster and must find true 
love before he can return. 

 

Franco (editor): Things I Have to Tell You: Poems and Writing by Teenage 
Girls c2001 poetry 
A collection of poems, stories, and essays written by girls twelve to eighteen 
years of age and revealing the secrets which enabled them to overcome the 
challenges they faced. 

 

 
Franco (editor): You Hear Me?: Poems and Writing by Teenage Boys c2000 poetry 
An anthology of stories, poems, and essays by adolescent boys on issues that concern 
them. 

 

 
Forman: If I Stay c2009 realistic fiction 
While in a coma following an automobile accident that killed her parents and younger 
brother, seventeen-year-old Mia, a gifted cellist, weights whether to live with her grief 
or join her family in death. 

 

Gourley: War, Women and the News: How Female Journalists Won the Battle to 
Cover World War II c2007 nonfiction 
Text, period photographs and news clippings tell the stories of the female journalists 
who fought to cover World War II and report from the front lines. 

 



 
Hersey: Hiroshima c1985 nonfiction 

The classic tale of the day the first atom bomb was dropped offers a haunting evocation 
of the memories of survivors and an appeal to the conscience of humanity. 

 

 
Johnson: The First Part Last c2003 realistic fiction 
Bobby's carefree teenage life changes forever when he becomes a father and must care 
for his adored baby daughter. 

 

 
Krakauer: Into Thin Air: A Personal Account of the Mount Everest Disaster c1998 
nonfiction 
The author describes his spring 1996 trek to Mt. Everest, a disastrous expedition that 
claimed the lives of eight climbers, and explains why he survived. 

 

 
Lord: A Night to Remember c1955 nonfiction 
An account of the sinking of the "Titanic," a reputedly unsinkable ship that went down 
in the Atlantic on April 10, 1912 after hitting an iceberg, resulting in the deaths of over 
1,500 people. 

 

Oppel: Half Brother c2010 historical fiction 
In 1973, when a renowned Canadian behavioral psychologist pursues his latest 
research project--an experiment to determine whether chimpanzees can acquire 
advanced language skills--he brings home a baby chimp named Zan and asks his 
thirteen-year-old son to treat Zan like a little brother. 

 

 
Stowe: Uncle Tom's Cabin classic, historical fiction 
Uncle Tom, Topsy, Sambo, Simon Legree and little Eva: their names are American 
bywords, and all of them are characters in Harriet Beecher Stowe's remarkable novel of 
the pre-Civil War South. 

 

 



 
Strasser: Boot Camp c2007 fiction 
After ignoring several warnings to stop dating his teacher, Garrett is sent to Lake 
Harmony, a boot camp that uses unorthodox and brutal methods to train students to 
obey their parents. 

 

 
Tolkien: Lord of the Rings Trilogy c1954 fantasy 
Frodo, the hobbit and his companions set out to deliver the One 
Ring of Power to the dark land of Mordor in order to destroy the 
ring in the forge of its creation. 

 

 
Yang: American Born Chinese c2006 graphic novel 
Presented in comic book format, this story alternates three interrelated stories about 
the problems of young Chinese Americans trying to participate in the popular culture. 

	  


