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Cover  Title Author  Summary* 

 

Wolves of 
Willoughby 
Chase 

Aiken After two children are chased by wolves and 
their parents are lost at sea, they escape and 
travel 400 miles to London. 

 

City of the 
Beasts 

Allende When an impatient queen longs to taste the 
delicious but fragile melidrop fruit, two 
explorers use "Inventiveness, Desperation, 
and Perseverance" to try to bring it to her. 

 

The Place of 
Lions 
 
 

Campbell When the plane flying Chris and his father 
crashes on the Serengeti Plain, Chris sets 
out to find help and finds that his journey is 
paralleled by that of an aging lion. 

 

The Wanderer Creech Thirteen-year-old Sophie and her cousin 
Cody record their transatlantic crossing 
aboard the Wanderer, a forty-five foot 
sailboat, which, along with uncles and 
another cousin, is en route to visit their 
grandfather in England. 

 

Return to 
Hawkes Hill 

Eckert Running away from a vicious trapper, seven-
year-old Ben MacDonald is separated from 
his family and eventually ends up on the 
shores of Lake Winnipeg, where he is taken 
in by a tribe of Metis Indians. 

 

The 7 
Professors of 
the Far North 

Fardell Eleven-year-old Sam finds himself involved in 
a dangerous adventure when he and his new 
friends, brother and sister Ben and Zara, set 
off for the Arctic to try and rescue the 
siblings' great-uncle and five other professors 
from the mad scientist holding them prisoner 

 

Missing in the 
Mountains 

Fields To avoid further encounters with a bully on 
the ski slope, Jarod and his younger sister 
cross over the ski area boundary, become 
stranded in a snow cave, and fearfully wait to 
be rescued. 
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The Giant Rat 
of Sumatra, 
or, Pirates 
Galore 

Fleischman A cabin boy on a pirate ship finds himself in 
San Diego in 1846 as war breaks out 
between the United States and Mexico. 

 

Robin’s 
Country 

Furlong A mute orphan boy, with only shadowy 
recollections of his past, runs away from his 
cruel master and eventually joins Robin Hood 
and his followers in their forest hideaway. 

 

Mission 
Unstoppable 

Gutman On a cross-country vacation with their 
parents, twins Coke and Pepsi, soon to be 
thirteen, fend off strange assassins as they 
try to come to terms with their being part of a 
top-secret government organization known 
as The Genius Files. 

 

Bartlett and 
the ice voyage 

Hirsch When an impatient queen longs to taste the 
delicious but fragile melidrop fruit, two 
explorers use "Inventiveness, Desperation, 
and Perseverance" to try to bring it to her. 

 

Take Me to 
the River 
 
 
 
 

Hobbs 
 
 

When North Carolina fourteen-year-old Dylan 
Sands joins his fifteen-year-old cousin Rio in 
running the Rio Grande River, they face a 
tropical storm and a fugitive kidnapper. 

 

Never Say Die Hobbs Fifteen-year-old half-Inuit Nick and his white 
brother, Ryan, meet and share an adventure 
on the Firth River in the Canadian Arctic, 
facing white water, wild animals, and fierce 
weather as Ryan documents the effects of 
climate change on caribou for National 
Geographic magazine. 

 

Stormbreaker  
(& sequels in the 
Alex Rider series) 

Horowitz After the death of the uncle who had been his 
guardian, fourteen-year-old Alex Rider is 
coerced to continue his uncle's dangerous 
work for Britain's intelligence agency, MI6. 

 

Journey to the 
River Sea 

Ibbotson Sent with her governess to live with the 
dreadful Carter family in exotic Brazil in 1910, 
Maia endures many hardships before fulfilling 
her dream of exploring the Amazon River. 
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Hideout Korman Luthor's former owner, Swindle, is back trying 
to reclaim his dog, and it is up to Griffin Bing, 
Savannah Drysdale and their friends to hide 
the Doberman until they can come up with a 
plan to rescue him from the vicious crook. 

 

Island of 
Thieves 

Lacey Tom goes with his Uncle Harvey to Peru, 
where they narrowly escape imprisonment 
and death as they hunt for buried treasure 
after tracking down a journal written by John 
Drake, a young relative of Sir Francis Drake, 
on a voyage to Lima in 1577. Includes 
biographical information on John and Francis 
Drake. 

 

Elephant 
Thunder  
(& others in the 
Wild Things 
series) 

Laird Two boys get involved in resolving a conflict 
between farmers living at the foothills of 
Mount Kenya and group of elephants who 
regularly devastate their crops.  

 

The 
Smugglers 

Lawrence In eighteenth-century England, after his 
father buys a schooner called The Dragon, 
16 year old John sets out to sail it from Kent 
to London and becomes involved in a 
dangerous smuggling scheme. 

 

Kensuke’s 
Kingdom 

Morpurgo When Michael is swept off his family's yacht, 
he washes up on a desert island, where he 
struggles to survive--until he finds he is not 
alone. 

 

The Boundless Oppel Aboard "The Boundless," the greatest train 
ever built, on its maiden voyage across 
Canada, teenaged Will enlists the aid of a 
traveling circus to save the train from villains. 

 

Hatchet  
(& sequels) 

Paulsen After a plane crash, thirteen-year-old Brian 
spends fifty-four days in the wilderness, 
learning to survive initially with only the aid of 
a hatchet given him by his mother, and 
learning also to survive his parents' divorce 

 

Mr. Tucket Paulsen Fourteen-year-old Francis Tucker, captured 
by hostile Pawnees while heading west with 
his family along the Oregon Trail, learns to 
survive in an unfamiliar environment. 
[Series] 
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Holes Sachar Stanley Yelnats is sent to a hellish 
correctional camp in the Texas desert where 
he finds his first real friend, a treasure, and a 
new sense of himself. 

 

Tentacles Smith After the mysterious disappearance of their 
parents, Marty and Grace go to live with their 
scientist uncle and accompany him on, what 
soon becomes, an increasingly dangerous 
expedition to New Zealand to track a giant 
squid. 

 

The Sign of 
the Beaver 

Speare Left alone to guard the family home in 18th 
century Maine, a boy is hard pressed to 
survive until local Native Americans teach 
him their skills. 

 

Rowan Hood Springer In her quest to connect with Robin Hood, the 
father she has never met, thirteen-year-old 
Rosemary disguises herself as a boy, 
befriends a half-wolf, half-dog, a runaway 
princess, and an overgrown boy whose 
singing is hypnotic, and makes peace with 
her elfin heritage. 

 

The Cay  Taylor After being blinded when the ship he’s 
travelling on is attacked, Philip finds himself 
stranded on a tiny Caribbean island, 
dependent on an old West Indian for survival. 

 

The 
Adventures of 
Huckleberry 
Finn 

Twain The adventures of a boy and a runaway 
slave as they travel down the Mississippi 
River on a raft. 

 

Swiss Family 
Robinson 

Wyss Relates the fortunes of a shipwrecked family 
as they adapt to life on an island with 
abundant animal and plant life. 

 


