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International School of Kenya 
Language Arts – Elementary School (Grade 5) 

 
 
 
 
Elementary Language Arts 
 
 

The Language Arts program challenges students to read, write, listen, and speak 
effectively in order to communicate with others. There is a strong literacy connection that 
is embedded in all areas of the curriculum. Students develop reading, writing, and 
communication skills within all areas of study. The Language Arts program at ISK focuses 
on a balanced approach to literacy, including: 
 
Reading  

(shared reading, read alouds, guided reading, and independent reading) 
Writing  

(writer’s workshop, author study, and genre-based writing instruction) 
Word Study  

(spelling patterns, word structure, phonics, handwriting) 
Listening and Speaking  
 

Assessment of student progress includes: 
§ School wide reading assessment (twice a year) 
§ Regular running records to assess reading growth 
§ School wide writing prompt (twice a year) 
§ Writing projects (based on grade level genre studies) 
§ Grade level spelling assessments 
§ Oral presentations 
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Grade 5 
 

READING 
Standard 1.1: Read fluently using skills and strategies of the reading process  

1.1.1 Read 5th grade high-frequency words  
1.1.2 Decode fluently (including accuracy and speed) at independent level V (end of year) 
1.1.3 Use word structure cues (Greek/Latin word origins, prefixes, suffixes) and word chunks to 

decode unfamiliar words 
1.1.4 Self-correct for meaning independently 
1.1.5 Solve unfamiliar words and increase vocabulary using context cues (semantic), word attack 

skills (syntactic), and resources (dictionary, thesaurus) 
1.1.6 Read fluently and expressively to convey meaning (using accurate emphasis, variation in pitch, 

phrasing, appropriate pace and an attention to punctuation) 
 

Standard 1.2: Comprehend, respond to, and analyze a wide variety of literary texts 
1.2.1 Summarize story events and main ideas orally and in writing 
1.2.2 Identify and discuss literary elements: character, setting, main events, problem, climax/anti-

climax, solution, cause and effect, mood, theme 
1.2.3 Identify and discuss literary devices: figurative language (simile, metaphor, alliteration, 

hyperbole, personification), foreshadowing 
1.2.4 Identify and compare the defining characteristics of a variety of literary forms and genres 
1.2.5 Apply reading strategies to monitor comprehension  (refer to Reading Strategies benchmark 

chart) 
1.2.6 Cite specific examples from text to support relevant ideas and opinions 
1.2.7 Participate in literature discussions by asking thoughtful questions, sustaining the discussion by 

confirming or refuting another claim using evidence from the text (minimal teacher guidance) 
 
Standard 1.3 Comprehend and apply skills and strategies appropriate to non-
fiction texts 

1.3.1 Identify and use features of non-fiction texts (photos/illustrations, table of contents, glossary, 
headings/subheadings, timelines, captions, charts, diagrams) to aid comprehension 

1.3.2 Preview text independently (scan) 
1.3.3 Identify topic, subtopic, and supporting details 
1.3.4 Retrieve relevant supporting details from non-fiction texts for a specific purpose 
1.3.5 Integrate information from multiple non-fiction sources to deepen understanding of a topic and 

inform personal opinions 
1.3.6 Distinguish between fact and opinion, expository and persuasive 

 
Standard 1.4 Demonstrate an appreciation for reading 

1.4.1 Read silently for a minimum of 40 minutes 
1.4.2 Identify reading interests (authors, genres, series, topics) 
1.4.3 Independently select, read and finish a wide variety of genres at an appropriate reading level 
1.4.4 Reflect on strengths and weaknesses as a reader and set appropriate goals 

 
WRITING 
Standard 2.1: Use skills and strategies of the writing process 

2.1.1 Writing Process:  Move independently through the writing process prior to publication 
Learning Outcomes 
1.1.a Prewriting 
1.1.b Drafting 
1.1.c Revising (self and peer) 
1.1.d Editing (self and peer) 

 
2.1.2 Prewriting:  Apply more than one strategy for generating ideas and planning writing 

Learning Outcomes 



   

 October 2011 3 

International School of Kenya 
Language Arts – Elementary School (Grade 5) 

Grade 5 
 

1.2.a  Brainstorm ideas  
1.2.b Choose a prewriting strategy to organize ideas 
1.2.c Graphic organizers 
1.2.d Expository outline (topic, subtopics and supporting details) 
1.2.e Use literature to stimulate ideas 

 
2.1.3 Drafting:  Produce multiple drafts 

Learning Outcomes 
1.3.a Expand prewriting plan into a developed draft 
1.3.b Organize draft in paragraphs 
1.3.c Draft by hand or electronically (if appropriate) 

 
2.1.4 Revising:  Revise text including changing words, sentences, paragraphs, and ideas 

Learning Outcomes 
1.4.a Reread work several times with a different focus for each reading 
1.4.b Revise for meaning, word choice, voice and fluency 
1.4.c Revise piece for specific audience, purpose, or genre 
1.4.d Add or delete details or information  
1.4.e Recognize repetitions (e.g. sentence structure, words and phrases) and make changes 
1.4.f Use resources (e.g. thesaurus) to strengthen word choice 
1.4.g Reorder sentences to improve organization and fluency 
1.4.h Seek feedback from adults and peers 
1.4.i Demonstrate active engagement in conferences 
1.4.j Make decisions about writing based on feedback 

 
2.1.5 Editing: Edit written work to reflect appropriate and effective grammar 

Learning Outcomes 
1.5.a      Use the grade level editing checklist 
1.5.b      Use resources to edit text (reference books, spell check, peers) 

 
2.1.6 Publishing: Publish in a format that is appropriate for specific audiences and purposes 

Learning Outcomes 
1.6.a Produce final copies as appropriate 
1.6.b    Use effective elements of presentation, handwritten or electronic (print, script, fonts, visuals 

and layout) 
 
2.1.7 Reflection: Reflect on growth as a writer 

Learning Outcomes 
1.7.a Identify strategies that lead to better writing 
1.7.b Reflect and respond to another person’s work 
1.7.c Evaluate own writing using grade level rubric 
1.7.d Select pieces of writing that show a range of work (e.g. best, most challenging, level of effort) 

and explain reasons for selection 
 
Standard 2.2:  Apply knowledge of English conventions in writing 

2.2.1 Apply relevant MLA specifics to a piece of writing (Refer to Research standards) 
 
2.2.2 Sentence Structure:  Use a variety of sentence structures 

Learning Outcomes 
2.2.a  Identify types of sentences (declarative, imperative, interrogative, exclamatory) 
2.2.b  Write in complete sentences 

i. Simple sentences 
ii. Compound sentences 
iii. Complex sentences (including dependent clauses, appositives, etc) 
 

2.2.3 Grammar:  Apply grammar and usage rules  
Learning Outcomes 
2.3.a Identify and apply parts of speech 

i. Identify nouns (common, proper, concrete, abstract, plurals, pronouns, articles) 
ii. Identify verbs  
iii. Demonstrate accurate use of subject/verb agreement, verb tenses, linking verbs, and helping 
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verbs 
iv. Identify adjectives (including superlatives) 
v. Identify adverbs  
vi. Identify and use conjunctions to join clauses 
vii. Identify prepositional phrases 

2.3.b Identify compound subjects and compound predicates of a sentence 
 
2.2.4 Punctuation:  Use punctuation appropriately to communicate intended meaning in longer 

and more complex sentences  
Learning Outcomes 
2.4.a  Use end punctuation correctly  
2.4.b  Use commas 

i. Lists 
ii. Greetings and salutations 
iii. Join independent or dependent clauses 
iv. Appositives 

2.4.c  Use apostrophes  
i. Contractions (mastery) 
i. Singular possessives (mastery) 
ii. Plural possessives (developing) 

2.4.d  Use periods in abbreviations 
2.4.e  Begin to use ellipsis correctly (to show omitted words or to show a pause) 
2.4.f  Use quotation marks to indicate spoken words 
2.4.g  Punctuate dialogue accurately 

i. Punctuation (commas or end marks) 
ii. Paragraphing  

2.4.h  Indent paragraphs to separate ideas 
2.4.i  Treat titles appropriately (underline, italicize, use quotation marks) 

 
2.2.5 Capitalization: Use correct capitalization 

Learning Outcomes 
2.5.a “I” 
2.5.b  Beginnings of sentences 
2.5.c  Proper nouns 
2.5.d  Titles 
2.5.e  Abbreviate personal titles (i.e. Mrs., Mr. Ms., Dr.) 

 
2.2.6 Spelling: Spell accurately using rules and patterns  

Learning Outcomes 
2.6.a  Accurately apply grade level patterns and patterns from previous grades. 
2.6.b  Accurately spell the grade level no-excuse words 
2.6.c  Identify misspelled words in own writing 
2.6.d  Use resources to spell correctly 

 
2.2.7 Handwriting: Write legibly 

Learning Outcomes 
2.7.a  Reinforce D’Nealian cursive techniques 
2.7.b  Maintain consistency in manuscript or cursive writing 

 
Standard 2.3:  Apply understanding of the author’s craft 

2.3.1 Traits of Writing: Form ideas 
Learning Outcomes 
3.1.a   Form original ideas 
3.1.b   Maintain the focus on a specific topic 
3.1.c   Support the main idea with clear and specific details 

 
2.3.2 Traits of Writing:  Organize writing 

Learning Outcomes 
3.2.a Structure writing with beginning, middle and end 
3.2.b Create a lead that hooks the reader 
3.2.c Develop an ending that goes beyond a repetition of the introduction 
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3.2.d Write in a logically organized progression of unified paragraphs 
3.2.e Include clear topic, details and conclusion sentences 
3.2.f Sequence ideas and use transitional words and phrases to link ideas within and between 
paragraphs 
 

2.3.3 Traits of Writing: Demonstrate voice 
Learning Outcomes 
3.3.a Identify voice in a piece of writing 
3.3.b Adjust voice for different purposes and audiences 
 

2.3.4 Traits of Writing: Word Choice 
Learning Outcomes 
3.4.a Use words and phrases to create an intended impression 
3.4.b Use precise and interesting vocabulary 
3.4.c Select words and phrases appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g. figures of speech) 
 

2.3.5 Traits of Writing: Sentence Fluency 
Learning Outcomes 
3.5.a Vary the beginning of sentences 
3.5.b Use a variety of sentence structures appropriate to purpose and audience 

i. Use simple and compound sentences 
ii. Use complex sentences 
iii. Dialogue 
iv. Utilize types of sentences effectively (declarative, interrogative, imperative, exclamatory) 
v. Use smooth and natural phrasing 
 

2.3.6 Literary Elements: Identify and apply literary elements appropriate to the purpose and 
audience 
Learning Outcomes 
3.6.a Develop setting 
3.6.b Develop plot, including conflict and resolution 
3.6.c Develop characters and their relationships 
3.6.d Identify an author’s purpose and apply to own writing 
3.6.e Identify mood and begin to apply in own writing 

 
2.3.7 Literary Devices: Identify and apply literary devices appropriate to the purpose and 

audience 
Learning Outcomes 
3.7.a Use sophisticated, descriptive words to create a particular feeling or idea 
3.7.b   Use similes 
3.7.c Use metaphors 
3.7.d Use alliteration 
3.7.e Begin to use hyperbole, personification and onomatopoeia 
3.7.f Use rhyme and patterns in poetry 
3.7.g Attempt to include images (using figurative language) 
3.7.h Develop dialogue 

 
2.3.8 Genre/Form: Write in different forms and for different purposes 

Learning Outcomes 
3.8.a    Identify and use a variety of new forms and genres 

i. Poetry (Narrative) 
ii. Personal narrative (Journal writing) 
iii. Non-fiction (Comparative essay) 
iv. Essay (response to literature) 
v. Newspaper article 
vi. Letter to the editor 
vii. Persuasive  

3.8.b     Identify specific characteristics of an author and apply in own writing 
3.8.c      Author Study: Dr. Seuss 

 
 


