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I used to be a creative person. 
There was something inside me that saw things 

no one else seemed to see. 
I was often silent, but my silence was a thing of peace, 

and inner communication. 
Now my silence is restless and sad. 
Something is dying deep inside of me. 
I have learned that to be wrong is a sin. 
If I speak up, I may commit that sin 
And so I say nothing. 
Maybe there is still something unique and alive deep inside of me, 
I don’t know. 
This I do know, however, silence should be used for the breeding 

of creativity, 
But creativity, kept in silence, perishes. 

	  
	  

Pam, Grade 8 
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I know it’s been a long time since you heard from me.  I wanted to 
let you know what I am doing now and that I think of you often, 
even though I have not been a particularly faithful correspondent. 
	  
When you last saw me, you must have had some doubt about what I 
might do with my life.  The interesting thing, though, is that if you did 
have doubts, you never let me know about them.  You treated me as 
though I had all the possibilities in the world in my hands. 
The fact that I could not pass a vocabulary test seemed incidental to 
you.  What mattered was what I could do. 
	  
I didn’t get that at the time.  I was too exhausted from years of lugging 
around my disabilities. 
	  
You need to know that I will be receiving a Masters Degree in just a few 
days.  My mom asked who I wanted to know about that from back home. 
You need to know.  Your belief in me when I had 
no belief in myself opened 
the door that led here… 

Repp G. 
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I knew. 
Standing at the school bus stop 

When I was eight, 
I knew. 
I had to make a decision. 
I would cling to my friends from the neighborhood 
And let go of aspiration. 
Or I would hold fast to a gauzy dream of learning to 

become someone who could leave a mark 
And watch the circle of my friends swallow up the 

place that was mine. 
I understood in an eight year old way 

something about courage and cost that day. 
And I got on the school bus 
And opened my paperback novel 
And sat alone.  Michelle N. 



Kathleen--Age 14 
Push me!  See how far I go! 

Work me ‘till I drop--  

Then pick me up. 

Open a door, 

And make me run to it before it closes. 

Teach me so that I might learn, 

Then show me the Tunnel of Experience, 
And let me walk through it alone. 
	  
Then, when, near the end, I look back, 

And see another in the Tunnel, 
with you watching 

	  
	  
I shall smile! 
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וכרד יפ לע רענה ךנח 
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Math Ticket 
Problem of the Day Graphics Computer 

Tangram Ex (p.14#1) 

Tangram Ex (p.11,#9) 

Geoboard Pentagon 

Geoboard Hexagon 

Math Writing 

Complete the odd # problems 

from the POD board. 

Complete the 

blue task cards 

Math with Legs Teacher Feature 
•Explain in clear step by step 
way how you: 

Develop a real problem 
someone might have which 
graphing might help them. 
Explain and model how it 

When you are 
called 

*Solved your problem of 
the day or solved your 
Tangram/Geoboard challenge 

*Use pictures and words to 
teach someone how to do one 
of your five math tasks 

the problem & solution 
would work. 

Adapted from Managing A Diverse Classroom by Carol Cummings - by Tomlinson ‘02 
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Reading Homework Coupon 
Name: 
Date: 
q Please ask your child to tell you the 
story in the book he or she brought 
home today by looking at the pictures. 

Reading Homework Coupon 
Name: 
Date: 
q Please echo read the book your 
child brought home.  (Echo reading 
means you read a line, then your child 
reads or echoes the same line.) 
q Ask your child to show you some 
words in the story he or she recognizes. 

Reading Homework Coupon 
Name: 
Date: 
q Ask your child to read with expression 
as if he or she were reading to entertain 
someone, 
q Ask your child to give you several 
reasons why he or she likes (or dislikes) 
the book. 
q Have your child tell you what 
feelings the character in the book has. 
Ask for evidence from the book. 

Reading Homework Coupon 
Name: 
Date: 
q Ask your child to read with a 
different voice for each character 
q After the reading, ask how your child 
decided on how his/her voice could help 
you know the various characters better. 
q Ask your child to tell you which 
character would be most fun to spend 
time with.  Ask for reasons for his/her 
choice. 



Differen:a:on	  By	  Interest	  
Social	  Studies	  

Mrs.	  Schlim	  and	  her	  students	  were	  studying	  the	  Civil	  
War.	  	  During	  the	  unit,	  they	  did	  many	  things	  -‐-‐	  read	  
and	  discussed	  the	  text,	  looked	  at	  many	  primary	  
documents	  (including	  letters	  from	  soldiers,	  diaries	  of	  
slaves),	  had	  guest	  speakers,	  visited	  a	  battlefield,	  etc.	  

	  
As	  the	  unit	  began,	  Mrs.	  Schlim	  reminded	  her	  students	  
that	  they	  would	  be	  looking	  for	  examples	  and	  
principles	  related	  to	  
culture,	  conflict	  change	  and	  
interdependence.	  

Differen:a:on	  By	  Interest	  
Social	  Studies	  (cont’d)	  

She	  asked	  her	  students	  to	  list	  topics	  they	  liked	  
thinking	  and	  learning	  about	  in	  their	  own	  
world.	  	  Among	  those	  listed	  were:	  

music 	  reading 	  food 	  books	  
sports/recrea4on	   transporta4on	  travel	  

heroes/	  villains	  
medicine	  

mysteries	  
cartoons	  
teenagers	  

people	  
families	  

humor 	  clothing	  
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Differen:a:on	  By	  Interest	  
Social	  Studies	  (cont’d)	  

Students	  had	  as	  supports	  for	  their	  work:	  
-‐	  	  a	  planning	  calendar	  
-‐	  	  criteria	  for	  quality	  
-‐	  	  check-‐in	  dates	  
-‐	  op4ons	  for	  expressing	  what	  they	  learned	  
-‐	  data	  gathering	  matrix	  (op4onal)	  
-‐	  class	  discussions	  on	  findings,	  progress,	  snags	  
-‐mini-‐lessons	  on	  research	  (op4onal)	  

Novel Think Ta c-‐To e	  
advanced	  version	  

DirecQons:	  	  Select	  and	  complete	  one	  acQvity	  from	  each	  horizontal	  row	  to	  help	  you	  and	  others	  think	  about	  your	  novel.	  	  
Remember	  to	  make	  your	  work	  thoughTul,	  original,	  insighTul,	  and	  elegant	  in	  expression.	  

Ch
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e	  

Know:	  theme,	  seUng,	  characterizaQon 	  Do:	  	  Relate	  elements	  of	  ficQon	  to	  their	  own	  lives.	  
Understand:	  Good	  ficQon	  is	  oWen	  about	  the	  reader	  too.	  	  Good	  ficQon	  helps	  readers	  try	  on	  different	  lives.	  
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Write a bio-poem about yourself and 
another about a main character in the 
book so your readers see how you 
and the character are alike and 
different.  Be sure to include the most 
important traits in each poem. 

A character in the book is being 
written up in the paper 20 years after 
the novel ends.  Write the piece. 
Where has life taken him/her?  Why? 
Now, do the same for yourself 20 
years from now.  Make sure both 
pieces are interesting feature articles. 

You’re a “profiler.”  Write and illustrate 
a full and useful profile of an 
interesting character from the book 
with emphasis on personality traits 
and mode of operating.  While you’re 
at it, profile yourself too. 

Research a town/place you feel is Make a model or a map of a key The time and place in which people 
equivalent to the one in which the place in your life, and in important find themselves and when events 
novel is set.  Use maps, sketches, one in the novel.  Find a way to help happen shape those people and 
population and other demographic viewers understand both what the events in important ways.  Find a way 
data to help you make comparisons places are like and why they are to convincingly prove that idea using 
and contrasts. important in your life and the this book. 

characters’. 
Find out about famous people in 
history or current events whose 
experiences and lives reflect the 
essential themes of this novel.  Show 
us what you’ve learned. 

Create a multi-media presentation 
that fully explores a key theme from 
the novel.  Use at least 3 media (for 
example painting, music, poetry, 
photography, drama, sculpture, 
calligraphy, etc.) in your exploration. 

Find several songs you think reflect 
an important message from the book. 
Prepare an audio collage.  Write an 
exhibit card that helps your listener 
understand how you think these 
songs express the book’s meaning. 



Novel Think-‐Ta c-‐To e	  	  basic	  version	  
DirecQons:	  	  Select	  and	  complete	  one	  acQvity	  from	  each	  horizontal	  row	  to	  help	  you	  and	  others	  think	  about	  your	  novel.	  	  

Remember	  to	  make	  your	  work	  thoughTul,	  original,	  accurate,	  and	  detailed.	  
Ch

ar
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Know:	  theme,	  seUng,	  characterizaQon 	  Do:	  	  Relate	  elements	  of	  ficQon	  to	  their	  own	  lives.	  
Understand:	  Good	  ficQon	  is	  oWen	  about	  the	  reader	  too.	  	  Good	  ficQon	  helps	  readers	  try	  on	  different	  lives.	  

Lessons from: 
	  
•Scott 
	  
•Geoff 
	  
•Felissa 
	  
•Amy 
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Create a pair of collages that 
compares you and a character from 
the book. Compare and contrast 
physical and personality traits.  Label 
your collages so viewers understand 
your thinking 

Write a bio-poem about yourself and 
another about a main character in the 
book so your readers see how you 
and the characters are alike and 
different.  Be sure to included the 
most important traits in each poem. 

Write a recipe or set of directions for 
how you would solve a problem and 
another for how a main character in 
the book would solve a problem. 
Your list should help us know you and 
the character. 

Draw/paint and write a greeting card 
that invites us into the scenery and 
mood of an important part of the 
book.  Be sure the verse helps us 
understand what is important in the 
scene and why. 

Make a model or map of a key place 
in your life, and an important one in 
the novel.  Find a way to help viewers 
understand both what the places are 
like and why they are important in 
your life and the characters’. 

Make 2 timelines.  The first should 
illustrate and describe at least 6-8 
shifts in settings in the book.  The 
second should explain and illustrate 
how the mood changes with the 
change in setting. 

Using books of proverbs and/or 
quotations, find at least 6-8 that you 
feel reflect what’s important about the 
novel’s theme.  Find at least 6-8 that 
do the same for your life.  Display 
them and explain your choices. 

Interview a key character from the 
book to find out what lessons he/she 
thinks we should learn from events in 
the book.  Use a Parade magazine 
for material.  Be sure the interview is 
thorough. 

Find several songs you think reflect 
an important message from the book. 
Prepare an audio collage.  Write an 
exhibit card that helps your listener 
understand how you think these 
songs express the book’s meaning. 



“That students differ may be 
inconvenient but it is 
inescapable.  Adapting to that 
diversity is the inevitable price 
of productivity, high standards, 
and fairness to students.” 

Theodore	  Sizer	  
Horace’s Compromise: The Dilemma of the American High 

School	  
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